OPINION No. 176 (1993)

on the application by Romania for membership of the Council of Europe 
1.The Assembly has received a request for an opinion on the accession of Romania to the Council of Europe (Doc. 6548) from the Committee of Ministers in pursuance of Statutory Resolution (51) 30 A adopted by the Committee of Ministers on 3 May 1951.

2.It observes that democratic parliamentary elections were held in Romania on 27 September 1992 and that they were monitored by an ad hoc committee of the Assembly. Presidential elections were held on the same day (first ballot) and on 11 October 1992 (second ballot).

3.It appreciates the contribution made by Romania to the work of the Council of Europe both at parliamentary level since its parliament obtained special guest status on 1 February 1991 and at intergovernmental level since acceding to the European Cultural Convention on 19 December 1991.

4.The Assembly attaches great importance to the commitment expressed by the Romanian authorities to sign and to ratify speedily the European Convention on Human Rights and to recognise the right of individual petition to the European Commission of Human Rights (Article 25 of the Convention), as well as the compulsory jurisdiction of the European Court of Human Rights (Article 46 of the Convention).

5.It appreciates the written declaration of the Romanian authorities in which they commit themselves to basing their policy regarding the protection of minorities on the principles laid down in Recommendation 1201 (1993) on an additional protocol on the rights of national minorities to the European Convention on Human Rights, as well as the commitments laid down in the letter dated 22 June 1993 of Mr Melescanu, Minister of Foreign Affairs of Romania. It wishes the honouring of these commitments to be monitored in accordance with Assembly Order No. 488 (1993).

6.In accordance with commitments made by the Romanian Parliament and authorities, as well as the remarks and proposals contained in the reports of the committees concerned with the application for membership, the Assembly calls the attention of the Romanian authorities to the necessity of instituting separation of powers, guaranteeing the real independence of the media, and ensuring the conditions for the free functioning of local administrative bodies. The Assembly recommends that the Romanian authorities sign the European Charter on Local Government as soon as possible.

7.It expects that Romania will shortly change its legislation in such a way that:

i.Article 19 of the Act on the organisation of the judiciary, and possibly other legal provisions, will render it impossible in future for a minister to give instructions to judge;

ii.Article 200 of the Penal Code will no longer consider as a criminal offence homosexual acts in private between consenting adults.

8.The Assembly calls upon the Romanian Government to return property to the churches and to permit the establishment and operation of church schools with a particular view to teaching children of minority groups their mother tongue.

9.In accordance with commitments entered into by the Romanian authorities, the Assembly urges them to implement improvements in conditions of detention. It also calls upon the competent Romanian political leaders to reconsider in a positive manner the issue of releasing those persons imprisoned on political or ethnic grounds.

10.The Assembly proposes that the Romanian authorities and the Romanian Parliament:

i.adopt and implement as soon as possible, in keeping with the commitments they have made and with Assembly Recommendation 1201, legislation on national minorities and education;

ii.make use of all means available to a constitutional state in order to combat racism and anti-Semitism, as well as all forms of nationalist and religious discrimination and incitement thereto.

11.The Assembly recommends that Romania sign the European Charter for Regional or Minority Languages as soon as possible.

12.The Assembly considers that Romania is able and willing:

i.to fulfil the provisions of Article 3 of the Statute which stipulates that "every member of the Council of Europe must accept the principles of the rule of law and of the enjoyment by all persons within its jurisdiction of human rights and fundamental freedoms";

ii.to collaborate sincerely and effectively in the realisation of the aim of the Council of Europe as specified in Chapter I of this Statute, thereby fulfilling the conditions for accession to the Council of Europe as laid down in Article 4 of the Statute.

13.The Assembly therefore recommends that the Committee of Ministers, at its next meeting:

i.invite Romania to become a member of the Council of Europe;

ii.allocate ten seats to Romania in the Parliamentary Assembly.

14.The Assembly also recommends that the Committee of Ministers encourage the Romanian authorities to continue the efforts they have started to make in order to implement the principles of the rule of law, the respect for minorities, the independence of the judiciary and to take the measures which have been called for in the reports of the Political Affairs Committee and the Committee on Legal Affairs and Human Rights, in accordance with the requirements established by the Council of Europe.

__________

1. Assembly debate on 28 September 1993 (46th Sitting) (see Doc. 6901, report of the Political Affairs Committee, Rapporteur: Mr König; Doc. 6918, opinion of the Committee on Legal Affairs and Human Rights, Rapporteur: Mr Jansson; and Doc. 6914, opinion of the Committee on Relations with European Non-Member Countries, Rapporteur: Mr Pangalos).

Text adopted by the Assembly on 28 September 1993 (46th Sitting).

COUNCIL OF EUROPE
PARLIAMENTARY ASSEMBLY

RESOLUTION 1123 (1997)
on the honouring of obligations and commitments by Romania

1.  The Assembly observes that Romania has made considerable progress towards the fulfilment of her obligations and commitments since joining the Council of Europe on 7 October 1993.

2.  In particular, it welcomes Romania's ratification, on 24 June 1994 with immediate effect, of the European Convention on Human Rights and all protocols thereto, including Protocol No. 11, with recognition of the right of individual petition (Article 25) and the compulsory jurisdiction of the European Court of Human Rights (Article 46).

3.  It also welcomes the fact that Romania ratified the European Convention for the Prevention of Torture and Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment and its protocols on 4 October 1994 and was the first country to ratify the Framework Convention for the Protection of National Minorities on 11 May 1995.

4.  The Assembly takes note of Romania's intention to ratify as soon as possible the conventions which she has signed, particularly in the field of criminal law, and by the third quarter of this year the European Charter of Local Self-Government and the European Charter for Regional or Minority Languages which she signed on 4 October 1994 and 17 July 1995 respectively.

5.  The Assembly also takes note of the intention of the Romanian authorities to speed up the ratification process, currently under examination, of the European Social Charter with a view to aligning their labour and social legislation with European standards.

6.  It takes note of the Romanian authorities' resolve to further the rights of national minorities and especially to amend the 1995 Education Act so as to allow mother tongue instruction for members of national minorities.

7.  The Assembly observes that Romania has honoured a significant number of her commitments. Nonetheless, a few problems have still to be solved if Romania is to comply with the obligations deriving from the Statute of the Council of Europe and the European Convention on Human Rights.

8.  First, the Assembly urges Romania to ensure that the independence of the judiciary is upheld and asks that Article 19 of Judiciary Act No. 92/1992 be revised accordingly. It notes that the role of the Public Prosecutor Office is still very pronounced and urges Romania to continue reform in this area.

9.  It also notes that certain provisions of the Penal Code now in force are unacceptable and seriously imperil the exercise of fundamental freedoms, especially Article 200 on homosexual acts and Articles 205, 206, 238 and 239 relating to insult and defamation, which interfere with the freedom of the press.

10.  The Assembly draws attention to the existence of deplorable conditions in Romanian prisons and regrets that the country has made all too few efforts to improve these conditions and to end the overcrowding of prisons.

11.  Regarding the situation of abandoned children in state orphanages, the Assembly encourages Romania to pursue as a matter of priority a preventive policy concerning the abandonment of children and a policy on family placement as an alternative to institutionalisation, and to improve both the material and the child-care conditions in orphanages. In addition, it considers that the relevant legislation should be clarified forthwith so as to assist the adoption of these children in Romania and abroad.

12.  The Assembly encourages Romania to settle the matter of return of confiscated or expropriated real estate property, in particular to the churches, to political prisoners or to certain communities, with due regard to the principle of restitution in integrum or, failing that, to pay just compensation and secure free access to the court system for complainants.

13.  Lastly, it wishes Romania to be firmly committed to fighting racism, xenophobia and intolerance, particularly in respect of the Rom population, while committing itself to basing its policy regarding the protection of minorities on the principles laid down in Recommendation 1201 (1993).

14.  The Assembly therefore earnestly requests that the Romanian authorities:

i.  amend without delay the provisions of the Penal Code and the Judiciary Act, which are contrary to fundamental freedoms as set forth in the European Convention on Human Rights;

ii.  improve conditions of imprisonment forthwith and amend the legislative provisions permitting abuse of detention on remand;

iii.  improve legal, physical and child-care conditions for children abandoned in state institutions, amend the country's legislation so as to assist their adoption, and carry on a determined campaign against the abandonment of children;

iv.  amend the legislation relating to the return of confiscated and expropriated property, particularly Acts No. 18/91 and No. 112/95, so as to provide for the restitution of such property in integrum or fair compensation in lieu;

v.  promote a campaign against racism, xenophobia and intolerance and take all appropriate measures for the social integration of the Rom population.

Considering that Romania has honoured her most important obligations and commitments, the Assembly hereby decides to close the monitoring procedure under Order No. 508 (1995). However, it could decide to reopen the procedure, in accordance with its Resolution 1115 (1997), should the conditions stated in the preceding paragraphs not be fulfilled within a year after the adoption of this resolution, or if it considers that Romania is not honouring her obligations and commitments as a member state of the Council of Europe.
Romania's application for membership of the European Union

A5-0259/2001

European Parliament resolution on Romania's application for membership of the European Union and the state of negotiations (COM(2000) 710 - C5-0610/2000 - 1997/2172(COS))

The European Parliament, - having regard to Romania's application for membership of the European Union, submitted on 22 June 1995, pursuant to Article 49 of the Treaty on European Union,

- having regard to the 2000 Regular Report from the Commission on Romania's progress towards accession (COM(2000) 710 - C5-0610/2000),

- having regard to the Enlargement Strategy Paper on progress towards accession by each of the candidate countries presented by the Commission (COM(2000) 700),

- having regard to the decisions taken by the European Council, notably at Copenhagen (21 and 22 June 1993), Luxembourg (12 and 13 December 1997), Helsinki (10 and 11 December 1999), Nice (7-9 December 2000) and Gothenburg (15 and 16 June 2001),

- having regard to the Accession Partnership for Romania, concluded in 1999, which will be revised in 2001,

- having regard to its resolution of 4 October 2000 on Romania's membership application to the European Union and the state of negotiations (COM(1999)510 - C5-0033/2000 - 1997/2172(COS)) ,

- having regard to its resolution of 31 May 2001 on the Treaty of Nice and the future of the European Union (2001/2022(INI)) ,

- having regard to Rule 47(1) of its Rules of Procedure,

- having regard to the report of the Committee on Foreign Affairs, Human Rights, Common Security and Defence Policy and the opinions of the other committees concerned (A5-0259/2001),

A. whereas a deep commitment to bring Romania into the mainstream of its preparation for accession to the European Union was confirmed by President Iliescu and the Romanian Government,

B. whereas in the report of 1999 the Commission considered, in the light of the principles set up at the Helsinki Summit, that if priority were not given to dealing with the crisis in the childcare institutions, the Commission would have to reconsider its evaluation of the political criteria; noting that the above-mentioned 2000 Regular Report from the Commission states that Romania fulfils the Copenhagen political criteria,

C. whereas Romania's incorporation of the UN Convention of the Rights of the Child was incomplete because of textual alterations which compromised the position of the abandoned child,

D. whereas the secondary legislation on international adoption of 1996 created a legal framework for child trafficking world-wide, a situation deplored and opposed by the Hague Convention for International Adoption contracting parties, under whose nominal auspices the offending legislation was claimed to rest, and lately by the Romanian Orthodox Church,

E. whereas this grave situation has held back the development of child services, which in turn has led to a continuation of significant abuse and neglect of children in state institutions, and to the growth of the street-children problem and child trafficking,

F. whereas on 14 December 2000 the incoming government put a stop to international adoption; whereas in June 2001 the Romanian adoption committee decided to suspend international adoption; whereas, at the High-Level Group meeting of 12 June 2001 and subsequently, the Prime Minister declared a suspension of international adoption for between one and two years, and added a review of cases in process dated prior to 14 December 2000, pending adoption of the appropriate law,

G. whereas the government's new programme for child protection underlines its commitment to care for Romania's needy children through the provision of modern, non-institutionalised childcare services in compliance with the UN Convention of the Rights of the Child and its optional protocol on trafficking,

H. whereas the Prime Minister has declared his intention to make Romania a no-go area for traffickers,

I. whereas the improvements already made in some sectors of public administration must be accompanied by reinforcement of Romania's administrative capacity,

J. whereas there have been positive macroeconomic developments in recent months, such as significant growth, a historically high level of exports, a substantial increase in the Central Bank's foreign reserves, and an important reduction in the unemployment rate; noting that the macroeconomic stability achieved is being undermined by high losses in state-owned enterprises, the lack of financial discipline and the black economy,

K. whereas significant progress has been made in the veterinary sector, organic farming and agricultural trade,

L. whereas the total financial assistance envisaged under the pre-accession strategy is of around EUR 630 million per year, representing around 6 % of the consolidated Romanian national budget revenues and up to 25 % of investment expenditure under the national budget,

M. whereas only eight chapters were provisionally closed at the end of July 2001, but welcoming the fact that Romania intends to accelerate negotiations and that six new chapters were opened in June and July 2001, bringing the total number of chapters under negotiation to seven; noting that the Romanian President stated at the Gothenburg Summit Romania's full intention to work for the opening of all chapters under the present government,

General
1. Welcomes the Romanian Government's commitment to be evaluated on the basis of its actions rather than its promises and documents produced; stresses that the capacity to implement and enforce legislation is at least as important as the 'acquis' itself;

2. Endorses President Iliescu's speech of 20 December 2000, expressing Romania's commitment to consolidate democracy and the rule of law; welcomes the government's programme, which has to be implemented as a basic instrument for preparing Romania's accession to the European Union;

3. Urges the Romanian Government to ensure constant implementation of the principle of equal opportunity and to take positive action on equality between women and men, in particular in the areas of education, job creation, job seeking, promotion opportunities and combating violence against women;

4. Welcomes and firmly supports the Prime Minister's personal commitment to tackling the problems of prostitution and pornography and urges the Commission to give its best support to this initiative;

Minorities
5. Insists on the abolition of any remaining discriminatory measures, such as access to employment, in the Romanian legal framework;

6. Calls on the Romanian authorities to do their utmost to comply with EU basic principles regarding the protection of minorities, to adopt strategies for integrating minorities, to recognise their legitimate rights and, in particular, to introduce legislation against discrimination pursuant to Article 13 of the EC Treaty and the Charter of Fundamental Rights; welcomes the abolition, by an Emergency Ordinance of 21 June 2001, of Article 200 of the Penal Code; urges the Senate to complete the procedure immediately;

7. Recognises the serious problems which the government faces in integrating the Roma into society; welcomes the adoption on 6 June 2001 of the national strategy for improving the status of the Roma and notes that the correct application of this law is of the utmost importance in reducing the existing level of discrimination;

8. Welcomes the fact that minority languages may be used in Romania for administrative purposes in localities where at least 20 % of the population belong to the minority in question;

The rights of the child
9. Strongly supports the Prime Minister's clear and unambiguous statements, analyses and action plans of 12 June 2001 to tackle root-and-branch reform of child health and development within the proper legal framework, including the suspension of international adoption to address trafficking directly;

10. Supports also the Minister of the Interior's newly created police and judicial proposals to tackle the corruption and inadequacies of the system with regard to children's rights;

11. Urges the Government to incorporate these plans into law and to implement them without delay; points to the need to put in place the administrative capacity required for reform implementation; notes that an executive committee of the High-Level Group under its Chief Executive Officer is tasked with monitoring and anticipates that its regular reports will be submitted to the European Parliament;

12. Believes implementation of these key reforms will significantly enhance the smooth passage of the accession process and bring the date of EU membership considerably closer;

Economic criteria
13. Welcomes the improvements in terms of macroeconomic stabilisation and recalls that sustainable economic growth will depend on the implementation of the appropriate economic policies, including privatisation;

14. Calls on the Romanian Government to implement in full the medium-term economic strategy for 2000-2004 and the economic policy action plan for 2001-2004, as a macroeconomic policy geared towards growth and stability, and to tackle the necessary structural reforms consistently in order to satisfy in the medium to long term the economic criterion of a functioning market economy able to withstand competitive pressure and the market forces of the EU internal market;

15. Reiterates that major economic and sectoral reforms are still needed, in particular in the environment and agricultural sectors, and considers that the budget passed in April 2001 is based on overly optimistic assumptions, which could undermine these reforms and macroeconomic stability;

16. Notes that direct payments to agricultural producers are playing an important and controversial role in the accession negotiations; encourages the negotiating partners to conclude technical agreements for each area, with transitional periods to be avoided as far as possible;

17. Notes that negotiations on the Environment Chapter have not yet begun with Romania, and that the Romanian negotiating position is only expected to be presented in the autumn; calls for any transition periods for full compliance with the 'acquis' to be kept to a minimum, and for establishment of intermediate targets; calls further for careful monitoring of progress in meeting these targets, for establishment of a practical programme of implementing measures and for details of the financing arrangements that are envisaged;

18. Believes that the environmental accidents that occurred at the beginning of 2000 have confirmed the seriousness of environmental problems that exist in Romania, as well as the weak infrastructural capacity in this sector; notes that major efforts are needed in order to reinforce monitoring and laboratory equipment at local and central level;

19. Recalls the alarming assessment of high-risk sites in mining and the ore-processing industry and expects the Romanian authorities to fully implement its commitments with regard to the recommendations of the Baia Mare "Task Force";

20. Calls on the Government to postpone completion of the second reactor at the Cernavoda nuclear power plant until a least-cost investment and sustainable energy strategy has been developed, taking into consideration the existing overcapacity of power plants and the low level of energy efficiency; calls on the Commission to review its proposal to co-fund the construction of the second reactor;

21. Underlines the importance of encouraging the development of small and medium-sized enterprises, in order to absorb the large number of workers made redundant in the restructuring of large enterprises and the agricultural sector; calls on the Romanian Government to focus on improving the business environment by simplification and transparent implementation of economic regulations, as well as better access to financing;

22. Welcomes the rationalisation of the Romanian banks at the instigation of the IMF, but considers that more efforts are needed to make the Romanian banking sector healthy and transparent;

23. Notes that the economic situation is still giving cause for concern, especially for children, the elderly and disabled persons, and strongly believes that restructuring, as well as implementation of social security and health care reforms, is urgently needed to address the question of poverty in Romania;

24. Calls on the Commission and the Romanian Government to give special attention to employment-related aspects, in particular those of the agricultural sector; urges that special cross-border flanking measures, such as transitional periods, be considered in regions where workers are likely to commute across borders;

Administrative capacity and ability to adopt and enforce the 'acquis'
25. Urges the Romanian Government to do its utmost to improve Romanian public administration, developing a comprehensive strategy for public administration reform, depoliticising the civil service, attracting and retaining high-quality professionals, improving training provisions and abolishing the common practices of double jobs; welcomes in this respect the recently approved law on local government;

26. Believes that steps must be taken to prepare Romania to adapt not just to the existing 'acquis', but also to the developing 'acquis', and that much more effort needs to be devoted to monitoring and adjusting to this than has been the case in the past;

27. Views with the utmost concern the recent evidence of increasing involvement by the executive in the functioning of the judiciary, and reiterates the need to ensure adequate salaries for judges, in order to attract and retain top-quality professionals and to reduce the possibility of corruption;

28. Notes that the level of pre-trial detention, overcrowding and the lack of alternative measures are all problems that still need to be comprehensively addressed;

29. Notes that anti-corruption measures need to be adopted and duly implemented with a view to ensuring transparency and accountability in political life, building up public sector neutrality and accountability, creating a sound business environment and opening up Romanian society in terms of freedom of information and improved access to it; notes that the division of tasks among the numerous bodies involved in the fight against corruption remains unclear and that coordination between these bodies should be improved; calls on Romania to develop an anti-corruption culture in the public service and to set up an anti-fraud unit to cooperate with the European Union bodies;

30. Expresses its concern about the reduction of freedom of information and of an independent media and urges the Romanian Government and Parliament to refrain from adopting any measure that does not comply with the basic principles of a democratic society;

31. Regrets that the level of information from the government to the people, and from the public administration to citizens, about social issues in general is inadequate; notes that the European Union's information campaign for Romania has been inadequate, and calls for significant improvements in this respect; calls on the institutions of the European Union to step up their information campaigns on the implications of enlargement; wants more cooperation, exchange of information and best practices in the field of information and communication policy towards the citizens;

32. Urges the Romanian Government to support the social dialogue and, in particular, to regulate employee redundancies and employer solvency;

33. Urges the Romanian Government and the Commission to reach, as soon as possible, a solution on the existing legislation contradicting the provisions of the European Agreement, regarding the export restrictions on logs and scrap metal, the obstacles to EU law firms establishing themselves in Romania, the suspension of public procurement legislation and the loss of independence of Romania's energy regulators;

EU pre-accession financial assistance
34. Welcomes the recent agreement between the Commission and the Romanian Government to prolong the RICOP Programme, which allows complete use of the financial assistance made available;

35. Insists on the need to ensure correct monitoring and follow-up of Romanian participation in Community programmes, in order to prevent any misuse of financial assistance;

36. Welcomes the establishment of payment agencies on a decentralised basis and calls on the Commission to improve information provided, under SAPARD, to the rural population on rural development;

37. Calls on Romania to take the legislative measures required to ensure that internal and external financial control complies with international standards and calls on Romania to develop the administrative and organisational conditions that will allow new concepts of financial control and internal audit to be applied; considers that priority should be given to twinning schemes in this area; would like to know the level of absorption of Community funds;

38. Insists on the need to reinforce the staff of the Commission's delegation in Bucharest, in order to ensure that the implementation of the EU financial assistance is properly accompanied, evaluated and monitored on the spot;

Border controls, visa restrictions and internal security
39. Reaffirms its position that Romanian citizens do not require a visa to enter EU territory and reasserts its position contained in its legislative resolution of 1 March 2001 on the draft Council regulation listing the third countries whose nationals must be in possession of visas when crossing the external borders and those countries whose nationals are exempt from that requirement (14191/2000 - C5-0714/2000 - 2000/0030(CNS)) ; calls on the Council to adopt the regulation as soon as possible; expresses the wish that the visa requirement for Romanian citizens should in fact be abolished from 1 October 2001, provided that the necessary conditions are complied with; invites the Romanian Government to make a clear commitment to the fight against illegal immigration and residence, including the repatriation of illegal residents;

40. Considers that the law on foreigners adopted on 2 April 2001 is a first step and welcomes Romania's decision of 30 June 2001 to issue a new type of passport with improved security items; notes that reinforced visa requirements with some neighbour countries will be of the utmost importance; urges the Romanian Government to adopt the necessary programmes for enhancing border control capacity;

41. Expresses its concern about the complaints by Romanian citizens regarding the action of the various intelligence and security services created in the different Ministries and of the Romanian Intelligence Service;

Romanian contribution to regional stability
42. Draws attention to the important role of Romania in the stabilisation of south-east Europe, and welcomes Romania's constructive participation in various regional cooperation initiatives, such as the South-East Europe Cooperation Initiative (SECI), the South-East Europe Cooperation Process (SEECP), the Stability Pact for South-East Europe, and the Initiative for Central Europe (ICE); welcomes the important contribution that Romania is already making in the context of the EU's Common Foreign and Security Policy (CFSP), particularly in the '15+15' consultation machinery concerning the European Security and Defence Policy (ESDP);

43. Considers that a NATO decision to invite Romania to become a member of the North Atlantic Alliance in 2002 would be an important contribution to regional security; welcomes therefore Romania's efforts to satisfy the requisite conditions for NATO membership and, in particular, Romania's efforts to restructure its military sector and to adjust its defence policy;

44. Welcomes the Romanian OSCE chairmanship which is helping to improve the common goals of conflict prevention, crisis management and post-conflict reconstruction;

45. Instructs its President to forward this resolution to the Commission, the Council, and the Government and Parliament of Romania.

108TH CONGRESS

2D SESSION 

H. RES. 632

Urging the Government of Romania to provide equitable, prompt, and fair restitution to the Romanian Greek Catholic Church, the Roman Catholic Church, the Evangelical Lutheran Church, the Unitarian Church, the Hungarian Reformed Church, the Jewish community, and other affected religious communities for property confiscated by the former Communist government in Romania.

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

MAY 6, 2004

Mr. TANCREDO (for himself, Mr. SMITH of New Jersey, Mr. RYAN of Ohio, and Ms. KAPTUR) submitted the following resolution; which was referred to the Committee on International Relations

RESOLUTION

Urging the Government of Romania to provide equitable, prompt, and fair restitution to the Romanian Greek Catholic Church, the Roman Catholic Church, the Evangelical Lutheran Church, the Unitarian Church, the Hungarian Reformed Church, the Jewish community, and other affected religious communities for property confiscated by the former Communist government in Romania.

Whereas the Romanian Greek Catholic Church, the Roman Catholic Church, the Evangelical Lutheran Church, the Unitarian Church, the Hungarian Reformed Church, the Jewish community, and other affected religious communities have suffered the confiscation of their property in Romania;

Whereas on December 1, 1948, the Communist government in Romania enacted legislation which dissolved the Romanian Greek Catholic Church and transferred most of its property to the Romanian Orthodox Church;

Whereas many Romanian Greek Catholic churches, Roman Catholic churches, Evangelical Lutheran churches, Unitarian churches, Hungarian Reformed churches, and Jewish institutions were closed by the Communist government and many of their secular properties seized;

Whereas a central element of persecution by the Communist government in Romania was the uncompensated confiscation of real and personal property from individuals and religious communities;

Whereas on January 2, 1990, the 1948 decree which dissolved the Romanian Greek Catholic Church was abrogated, Greek Catholics began to worship openly again and three secretly ordained bishops emerged from hiding;

Whereas the Romanian Government adopted Law-Decree NR. 126/1990 to lay down legal provisions and procedure for the return of confiscated property that originally belonged to the Greek Catholic Church, stipulating that ‘‘[t]he property seized by the State pursuant to Decree No. 358/1948 and currently in the possession of the State shall, with the exception of agricultural lands, be returned in their present state to the Romanian Greek Catholic Church United with Rome. For the sole purpose of establishing identification procedures, a commission shall be set up consisting of representatives of the State and the Romanian Greek Catholic Church United with Rome appointed by the Government to draw up the inventories and procedures necessary for restitution’’;

Whereas to date, religious communities have reportedly received less than five percent of their former properties;

Whereas on June 1, 2002, Pope John Paul II urged Romania to return all assets of the Romanian Greek Catholic and Roman Catholic Churches that were confiscated by the Communist government in Romania, stating ‘‘[i]t’s my sincere hope that, for example, implementation is given— in terms of ecclesiastic structures—to the agreements reached among those responsible of the Orthodox Church, the Catholic Church, and the Holy See’’;

Whereas while speaking at a conference on June 3, 2002, regarding the role of churches in Romania’s drive to join NATO and the European Union, Romanian President Ion Iliescu refused to actively pursue the restitution of Catholic Church property seized by the former Communist government because ‘‘[t]he state cannot interfere in restituting churches to the Catholic Church’’, and added that handing back Catholic property ‘‘is a bit more complicated because the state cannot interfere in the church hierarchy’’;

Whereas the affected religious communities deserve the return of or compensation for property seized by the Communists;

Whereas since 1990, post-Communist countries in Central and Eastern Europe have grappled with the question of how to redress these wrongful confiscations of property with Romania lagging significantly behind the others; and

Whereas with respect to the role of the Romanian courts in the restitution process, the Chairman of the United States Commission on Security and Cooperation in Europe observed: ‘‘In the mid-1990s . . . hundreds of court decisions in favor of property claimants were reversed by the supreme court after they had become final and irrevocable judgments. The European Court of Human Rights has recently ruled that these actions violated the European Convention on Human Rights.’’: 

Now, therefore, be it Resolved, That the House of Representatives

(1) notes with concern the apparent unwilling

ness of the Government of Romania to provide equitable, prompt, and fair restitution to the Romanian Greek Catholic Church, the Roman Catholic Church, the Evangelical Lutheran Church, the Unitarian Church, the Hungarian Reformed Church, the Jewish community, and other affected religious communities for property confiscated by the former Communist government in Romania; and (2) calls on the Government of Romania

(A) to provide fair, prompt, and equitable restitution to the Romanian Greek Catholic Church, the Roman Catholic Church, the Evangelical Lutheran Church, the Unitarian Church, the Hungarian Reformed Church, the Jewish community, and other affected religious communities under Romanian law and in accordance with the Constitution of Romania and all applicable international agreements to which Romania is a party; 

(B)
to respect the constitutional rights of existence and practice of the Romanian Greek 

Catholic Church, the Roman Catholic Church, the Evangelical Lutheran Church, the Unitarian Church, the Hungarian Reformed Church, the Jewish community, and other affected religious communities, and to fully enforce all court decisions regarding the restitution of or access to seized properties;

(C)
to stop the demolition and dismemberment of Greek Catholic churches and to immediately ensure the security of all Greek Catholic churches and other buildings from the 18th and 15 19th centuries; 

(D)
to provide restitution for the property rights of all agricultural and forestry lands belonging to the Romanian Greek Catholic Church, the Roman Catholic Church, the Evangelical Lutheran Church, the Unitarian Church, the Hungarian Reformed Church, the Jewish community, and other affected religious communities; 

(E)
to repeal Law-Decree NR. 126/1990, as the transfer of juridical duties of a state to a mixed ecclesiastic committee has proven ineffectual and seriously hampers the ability of the Romanian Greek Catholic Church to seek redress, and to allow the claims submitted under Law-Decree NR. 126/1990 to be heard by an independent, unbiased, nonreligious commission; and

(F)
to ensure that the special commission instituted under Law 501/2002 considers the thousands of applications for restitution in an open, transparent, and prompt manner, and expeditiously issues decisions on the return of properties to religious communities. 
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